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The GFCM Small-Scale Fisheries University
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General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM)Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO)

BLACK SEA PROJECTS ON COASTAL AND MARITIME TOURISM, MARITIME TRANSPORTS, 
FISHERY AND AQUACULTURE, DIGITALIZATION: GAPS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
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What is the SSF University?
• The “SSF University” stems from recommendations 

within the Regional Plan of Action for Small-Scale 
Fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea 
(RPOA-SSF) on the need for capacity building 
initiatives for small-scale fishers in the 
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initiatives for small-scale fishers in the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea region.

• Objectives:
• Share knowledge on select topics
• Promote best practices
• Facilitate learning exchanges among fishers in the region



•WHAT: a series of workshops
and training courses for small-scale 
fisheries stakeholders in line with the 
main topics of the RPOA-SSF

•WHO: small-scale fishers and 
fish-workers active in the sector are 
encouraged to participate
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Scientific research

SSF data collection

SSF management measures

Value chain enhancement

Participatory approachencouraged to participate
•HOW: the structure of each 

workshop varies and may consist of 
classroom learning, in the field 
experience and peer-to-peer 
exchanges

Capacity building

Decent work and social protection

Strengthening the role of women

Climate & environment



Launch of the 
SSF University
• Launched in early 2020
• Workshops organized in 

coordination with “Friends of SSF” 
partner organizations
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• Due to COVID-19 pandemic and the 
impossibility of travel:

• Select courses being relaunched with 
virtual format in late 2020

• Other courses postponed to 2021



Upcoming courses: 5
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Thank you for your attention
For more information:For more information:

http://www.fao.org/gfcm/activities/fisheries/small-scale-fisheries/ssfuniversity
@UN_FAO_GFCM #SSFUniversity


