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Structure of the RAP ML 

• HELCOM Recommendation 36/1: Regional Action Plan for Marine 
Litter 

• Annex to the Action Plan containing  the list of actions: 

 30 Regional actions – HELCOM Collective Actions 

 27 Voluntary national actions 

• Both Regional and National actions are grouped in: 

 Land-based sources of marine litter 

 Sea-based sources of marine litter 

 Education and outreach on marine litter 

• Appendixes: reporting format in implementation of actions, on the 
effectiveness of the implemented actions and definition of terms 

Josh Ardle Photography 
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How is the RAP ML implemented? 

• Lead Country approach on the 
regional actions within the RAP 

Jphilipg 
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Status of leadership 

http://www.ppmblogs.com/index.php/category/leadership/ 
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Follow up 
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How is the RAP ML implemented? 

Jphilipg 

• Lead Country approach on the 
regional actions within the RAP 

• Facilitated by the HELCOM Experts 
Network on Marine Litter (EN-
Marine Litter): ToR for the period 
2019-2021 agreed in December 
2018 

• Followed up by HELCOM Working 
Group PRESSURE 

• Work approaches: 
a. Questionnaires 

b. National activities 

c. Specific events 
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Improve waste 
prevention & 
management 

Microparticles 

Sewage related 
litter including 
sanitary waste 

EPS 

Plastic bags 

Bottles & 
containers 

Addressing third 
parties 

Remediation & 
removal on land 

Shipping 
related waste 

Waste delivery in 
ports & marinas 

Waste related to 
fishing & aquaculture 

Remediation & 
removal at sea 

Education & 
outreach 
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Questionnaires 

• To compile background information for drafting HELCOM guidelines on 
best practice on waste management to prevent waste turn in to 
marine litter (action RL3) alongside with addressing cleaning and 
collection systems to prevent litter from land entering the aquatic 
environment (action RL2) and marine litter references in waste 
management plans (action RL1) –> [PRESSURE 11-2019] 

• To collect knowledge regarding the national regime of control and 
inspections of MARPOL Annex V infringements (actions RS 2 and 
RS 3) -> Report ready 
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Questionnaires 

• On the management on sanitary waste (action RL8) -> "Analysis of the 
degree of the marine environment pollution by wastes flowing down 
the rivers to the sea, including sanitary waste“ -> Further actions at 
PRESSURE 10-2019 

• On the prevalence and sources of EPS and XPS in the Baltic Sea, and 
suggestion of possible measures to reduce the environmental load 
of EPS and XPS in the Baltic Sea (action RL 9) -> Report to PRESSURE 
10-2019.  

• On deposit refund systems for bottles, containers and cans (action RL 
11) -> Report ready, and further actions to PRESSURE 10-2019 
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Questionnaires 

• On whether landfills or dumpsites including historic ones may 
eventually pose a risk to the marine environment due to factors such as 
coastal erosion and vicinity to rivers (action RL 14) -> 2016, relaunched 
2019. 

• On the current situation to draft a best practice model on disposal 
of end-of-life pleasure boats (ELB) (action RS 1) -> Results to 
PRESSURE 10-2019. 

• On national activities on ALDFG -> Report ready + discussion on 
further steps at PRESSURE 10-2019. 
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Most of them target microplastics: 

− Identification of the importance of different sources of primary and 
secondary microplastics (action RL 6). 

− Possible techniques in waste water treatment plants to prevent 
micro particles entering the marine environment (action RL7).  

− EU INTERREG Baltic Sea Region project - FanpLESStic-sea project - 
Initiatives to remove microplastics before they enter the sea  (Jan. 
2019-June 2021). 

National activities 
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Specific events 

“Principles for design reducing/preventing 
marine litter” 
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Specific events 
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Other pathways 

• Improve of the stormwater 
management to prevent litter, 
including microlitter, to enter the 
marine environment from heavy 
weather events (action RL 4) -> 
Amendment of HELCOM 
Recommendations on waste water 
management at PRESSURE 10-2019?? 

• Exchange platform for spreading 
experiences on good cleaning practices 
in beaches (action RL 15) -> "Clean 
Beach" - 2018 

• Improve of the stormwater 
management to prevent litter, 
including microlitter, to enter the 
marine environment from heavy 
weather events (action RL 4) -> 
Amendment of HELCOM 
Recommendations on waste water 
management at PRESSURE 10-2019?? 
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Attendance to UN events and echoing of 
campaigns.  

Contribution to UN reports:  

• “Marine Plastic Debris and Microplastics: 
Global Lessons and Research to Inspire Action 
and Guide Policy Change, 
UNEP/AHEG/2018/1/INF/4”  

• “Combating marine plastic litter and 
microplastics: An assessment of the 
effectiveness of relevant international, 
regional and subregional governance 
strategies and approaches, 
UNEP/AHEG/2018/1/INF/3” 

G7 Workshop on the relevance of the regional 
dimension in the implementation of the G7 
Action Plan on ML (Rome, April 2017) 

HELCOM’s role outside the region 
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Regional Seas Conventions 
Informal cooperation between OSPAR, UNEP-
MEDPOL, HELCOM and countries belonging to 
both Conventions (since 2014). Black See joined 
the 2018 meeting, and EU in 2017 and 2018: 

− Waste prevention and management (general 
perspective, single-use plastic bags, primary 
microplastics and other key waste items 

− Passive FFL activities 
− Hotspots of marine litter 
− Clean-up campaigns 
− Public awareness and education activities 
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Linkages with: 

• HELCOM Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (2015) 

• HELCOM contribution to on-going work of the TG ML 
• HELCOM contribution to UN reports and events 
• Informal cooperation between EU RSCs on implementation 

of the RAP ML 
• HELCOM Ministerial Declaration 2018 
• Marine litter in the BSAP update 2021 

Annex II of the Plastic Strategy: key measures recommended to 
national authorities and industry, indicating that ”National and 

regional authorities are encouraged to”.  

HELCOM and the EU processes 
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Thank you!  


