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Partnership of DeFishGear 
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Key elements of the strategy DeFishGear 
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                                 DeFishGear  
                 protocols for macro litter monitoring 
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Objectives of the DeFishGear monitoring and 
assessment strategy 

• To provide a comprehensive, coherent and 
transparent characterization and analysis 
of the marine litter problem (including 
socio-economic aspects) in the Adriatic; 

• To pave the way for the adoption of a 
coordinated and harmonized approach in 
terms of marine litter monitoring; 

• To provide recommendations related to 
policy options in meeting regional and 
national objectives regarding marine litter 
(MSFD, ECAP); 
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Marine litter in 
Albanian beaches 
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Marine litter in Medits survey 
MEDITS survey along the Albanian  

coasts. June, 2015 

The survey (27 hauls) taken with 
staff of Marine Laboratory of 
Bari ( Italia)  and the staff of the 
Laboratory of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture of Agriculture 
University of Tirana. Hauls 
performed within 3 nautical 
miles from the coasts and 50 – 
800m depth.  

• In total 18.82 kg macro plastic. 
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Macroplastic, depth 14-800m 
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Microplastics on the sea surface  

Microplastics concentrations on the sea surface are 
in average ≈250.000 particles/km² 
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Microplastics in biota  

Microplastics concentrations in commercially available 
fishes are in average 3 particles per fish and in 
commercially available mussels 2 particles per mussel 
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Ghost net fishing in marine waters – the  
DFG experience 

Gillnets, trammel-nets, trawl-nets, traps 
and small purse seine nets were found,  
More than 40 different ghost nets have 
been observed during  collected  the 
DeFishGear Project 
Lost fishing gear continue to trap fish 
‘unintentionally’ also of particularly 
endangered and protected species 
 



The Project is co-founded by the European Union, 
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) 

Microplastics studies 

 

 

Previous studies report the ubiquitous presence of microplastics in the marine 
environment from the sea to the bottom sediments 
 
  
 

Only the data gathered with the same equipment as used in the DeFishGear 
project are cited. 
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 Adapted from “Plastic pollution in the world’s oceans” (2014. Eriksen, Lebreton, et al.)  

Oceans ranked by estimated plastics’ concentration (2010) 
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Elsevier, Marine Pollution Bulletin ( march 2018) 
Marine litter on the beaches of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas: An 

assessment of their abundance, composition and sources 
 

Thomais Vlachogiannia,*, Tomaso Fortibuonib, Francesca Ronchib, Christina Zeric, 
Aikaterini Anastasopoulouc,Cristina Mazziottid, Pero Tutmane, Dubravka Bojanić 

Vareziće, Andreja Palatinusf, Štefan Trdanf, Monika Peterlinf, Milica 
Mandićg,Mosor Prvanh, Jerina Kolitarii, Gulielm Kroqii, VangelisKalampokisa, 

Michael Scoullosa 
 

a Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable 
Development (MIO-ECSDE) 

bItalian National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA) 
cHellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR) 

dRegional Agency for Environmental Protection in the Emilia-Romagna region 
(ARPAE) 

eInstitute of Oceanography and Fisheries (IOF) 
fInstitute for Water of the Republic of Slovenia (IWRS) 

g Institute of Marine Biology (IBM) 
h NGO SUNCE 

iAgricultural University of Tirana (AUT) 
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Sea surface  
Microplastics concentrations in the Adriatic-Ionian region are higher 
than the proposed baseline  
(80.000 – 130.000 items/km²) for the future comparison as defined in 
document UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.420/6 

Beach sediments 
Microplastic concentrations in the Adriatic-Ionian region in beach 
sediments are in comparison with other published data from all over 
the world in the middle 

Biota 
Microplastics concentrations in biota are in line with other studies 
from other parts of the world 

 Conclusions 
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