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THE AIR WE BREATHE  

We owe 6 of 7 breaths  

to seas 

Oceans :  Our Inner Space CLIMATE REGULATION 

Covering 70% of the Earth’s surface, 

the ocean transports heat from the 

equator to the poles, regulating our 

climate and weather patterns 
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FOOD 

The ocean provides much more than 

just seafood. 

BIOTECH 

Many medicinal products come from 

the ocean, including ingredient that 

help fight cancer, hearth disease. 

BIO-GEO-DIVERSITY 
We discovered only 5% of 

the World’s oceans. There 

is so much more to 

discover! >%5 

AREA OF WORLD 

OCEAN  
About 70% of the earth's 

surface is covered by 

oceans. 
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Image: SeaWiFS  



OCEANS AND SEAS: OUR INNER SPACE 

Ecosystem Services:   

Storing Carbon 



THE UNIQUENESS OF BLACK SEA 

4869 km coastline with 

 421 639 km2 total area and 

18 major sea ports 

 

160 million 
population of Black Sea 

Coasts and catchment 

90% of oxygen free, 

H2S-rich volume 

Deep Black Sea as the 

paleoclimate archive of 

5 million years 

30 to 8 reduction 
in the number of fish species 

with enocomical significance 

Rich in energy sources 

such as wave, currents, 

offshore wind, H2S, 

gas hydrates 

5 ratio of the Black Sea 

catchment area to the 

sea’s area 

10 large rivers flowing to the sea, 

with a total river input exceeding 

350 km3 year-1 

A unique sea basin, rich in biodiversity and heritage, but also 

where an exceptional combination of natural and human 

induced stressors co-occur 



THE STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND INNOVATION AGENDA 

SRIA as an updated guide on how to tackle multi-stressors and  

co-develop the R&I needed for a sustainable blue economy 



TOWARDS BLACK SEA SRIA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

2023 

Implementation Plan 

2018 

Burgas Vision Paper 

2019 

Black Sea SRIA 



Mission Starfish 

2030: Restore our 

Ocean and Waters 

UN Ocean 

Decade 

The EU Blue 

Economy 

UN Sustainable 

Development 

Goals 
The European 

Green Deal 

Sustainable Blue 

Economy 

Partnership 

Horizon 
Europe 

The Paris 

Agreement  

UN Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change 

BLACK SEA SRIA IMPLEMENTATION  

SOCIAL CHALLENGES AND POLICY SYNERGY WITH OTHER INITIATIVES 

SRIA 
 BURGAS VISION 

PAPER 



SRIA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

Black Sea  

SRIA 

 

1. Round of 

National 

Consultations 

 

Black Sea CONNECT 

priorities and activities 
European Policies 

Draft 

Implementation 

Plan 

National and 

International 

Consultations 

Launch of the 

Implementation Plan 

2017 2020 2020-2022 2023 

4 May 

2023 

Brussels 







BRIDGE-BS CONSORTIUM 

31 partners from 14 countries 



The overall objective of BRIDGE-

BS is to advance the Black Sea’s 

marine research and innovation to 

co-develop Blue Growth pathways 

under multi-stressors for the 

sustainable utilization of ecosystem 

services. To do so it will develop an 

ecosystem-based management 

framework to enable policy uptake 

and foster citizen engagement.  

BRIDGE-BS CONCEPT 



BRIDGE-BS PILOT SITES 



NODE 1. SERVICE DYNAMICS:  

To assess the status, and develop 

the multidisciplinary 

understanding and predictive 

tools on ecosystem functioning 

necessary to implement adaptive 

management  

BRIDGE-BS WORK PACKAGES 

embedded in Nodes 

NODE 2. BLUE GROWTH 

INCUBATORS:  

To provide an operational platform to 

translate scientific ideas into business 

opportunities and stimulate the ocean 

economy in the Black Sea 

NODE3. EMPOWERED 

CITIZENS:  

To support the development of a 

cohesive, knowledgeable and 

literate Black Sea international 

community 



blackseadb.org 

Summer School 2022 

Scenarios Meeting 



Winter Cruise 2022 

General Assembly 



THANK YOU! 

STAY TUNED! 

@BRIDGEBlackSea @BRIDGE_BlackSea 

BRIDGE Black Sea BRIDGE Black Sea 

bridgeblacksea.org 


