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PRESS RELEASE 

Athens, 12 December 2024 

 

Visit by a delegation of researchers from the Hungarian Institute of International 

Affairs (HIIA) 

On 11 December 2024, the International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS) welcomed at its 

premises a delegation of researchers from the Hungarian Institute of International Affairs 

(HIIA), as part of their working visit to Athens with the aim to strengthen links with think tanks 

and institutions focusing on foreign relations. 

During the meeting, HIIA researchers outlined the agenda and priorities of the current 

Hungarian EU Presidency, along with Hungarian foreign policy. From ICBSS, Director General, 

Mr. Georgios Mitrakos, outlined the Black Sea regional cooperation, the potential of the Three 

Seas Initiative, and the role of Greece in regional cooperation frameworks. Parties discussed 

opportunities of future cooperation, and exchanged on foreign policy issues in various regions, 

including the Western Balkans. 

The International Centre for Black Sea Studies and the Hungarian Institute of International 

Affairs have a Memorandum of Understanding since 2019. 

For more information about the HIIA, please visit https://hiia.hu/en/  

For more information about the ICBSS, please visit https://icbss.org/ 

 

About the ICBSS: The International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS) was founded in 1998 as a non-profit 

organisation. It has since fulfilled a dual function. On the one hand, it is an independent research and training 

institution focusing on the wider Black Sea region. On the other hand, it is a related body of the Organization of 

the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), and its think-tank. Thus, the ICBSS pursues applied, policy-oriented 

research, promotes knowledge on the Black Sea region both within and outside its boundaries, and offers policy 

advice with the aim of fostering multilateral cooperation among the BSEC member states as well as with their 

international partners. 
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