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COST Action PACT
Port City Territories in Action: A Collaborative 
Laboratory for Inclusive Energy Transition 
(PACT) is a European Cooperation in Science and 
Technology (COST) Action project uniting an 
interdisciplinary group of researchers and 
stakeholders to address the challenges of energy 
transition in port city territories.

Through six key objectives, we develop 
innovative, inclusive, and collaborative 
approaches to create sustainable futures.

# EMDinMyCountry



# EMDinMyCountry

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit. Phasellus in lacus in leo sagittis auctor. Nam 
pellentesque maximus feugiat. Suspendisse rutrum 
dictum ligula id porttitor. Praesent vulputate neque 
at metus ullamcorper suscipit. Vivamus ultricies mi.



# EMDinMyCountry

Systemic Responses, Ports as levers of Change and Port City Symbiosis

Port-city symbiosis

● Ports are essential for economics and well-being. Their functioning 

requires symbiosis with nearby territories and the planet.  

● Ports need local buy-in. We need strategies to insert ports into 
nearby cities and territories (planning, education, governance) 



Port City Territories
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• Ports rely on and contribute to 
local development (port-city 
symbiosis)

• Port logistics intersects with 
urban transport and everyday 
life

• Ports shape entire territories 
crossing water and land (spatial 
footprint)

Port-city symbiosis as lever for resilient 
territories
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This special issue argues that we need to 
embrace a holistic, inclusive approach to 
port city development, based on ecosystems 
values, embedded in various layers of 
capital: natural, cultural, social, human, 
industrial and creative. 

For transitions to happen, port city territories 
will have to nurture ecosystem values to 
unlock this capital. New governance 
constellations will have to be based on 
shared mindsets, deeper understanding of 
the interests of local communities, and a set 
of collaborative principles.
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Method: GIS mapping, port city 
territories

• Shows spatial conditions of port 
city territories across sea and land

• Connects spatial systems to 
governance conditions and 
planning opportunities for (river) 
port city territories 

• Highlights the potential of small 
ports

(River) Port City Atlas
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The Spatial Dimension
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WG2 Library of Indicators for a Just 
Energy Transition in Port City 
Territories
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Established in 2020, the Blue Limassol 
Forum serves as a platform for dialogue on 
the sustainability of coastal cities, reflecting 
Limassol’s strategic role as a leading 
maritime and coastal city in the 
Mediterranean.
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Method: Value Case Approach

• Workshops and desk research to 
identify conflicts of port transformation 
and their impact on nearby 
communities and territories

• Identifying conflicts through hands-on 
tools

Conflict resolution



Thank You
https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/governance/european-maritime-day-my-country_en
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Carola Hein; c.m.hein@tudelft.nl
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